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Unit 2   Book Three 

Civil-rights Heroes

Teaching Objectives

After learning this unit, Ss are supposed to be able to 
· grasp the main idea (early civil-rights struggles in the U.S., esp. the Underground Railroad) and the structure of the text.
· learn to use library resources and other resources for information.

· master the key language points.

· conduct a series of reading, listening, speaking and writing activities related to the theme .

Time Allotment

1st and 2nd period------ Pre-reading Activities

3rd and 4th period------While-reading Activities

5th and 6th period -----Post-reading Activities and Section B

7th and 8th period------Listening and Speaking 

Teaching Contents

I. Important Points 

A. Key words and phrases: 

   Slender, settlement, confident, ironically, historic, forge, exploit, religious, conviction, make the best of, as for, in the eyes of, at risk, on the side, stand up for, give up.
B. Key Sentence Patterns:
1) 1. Alongside me was a slender woman in a black dress, my guide (who showed me) back to a time when the surrounding settlement in Dresolen, Ontario, was home to a hero in American history (lines 2-4).
2) Ironically, that character has come to symbolize everything Hension was not (lines 11-12). 

II. Difficult Points

· Born a slave two decades before ,in the 1820s ,Parker walk …to Alabama ,where he was sold on the slave market .(lines 37-39)
· …dead or alive. (line 45)

· Making the best of his lot ,… rose far in his owner’s regard .(lines 92-93)

Teaching Procedures

I. Pre-reading Activities  

A. Warm-up activities

1. T asks Ss the following questions on the recording:

---- What are the special contributions of Abraham, John and Martin to the Americans?
(They all advocated black civil rights.)

---- How did they die?
 (They were all assassinated.)
2.  Knowledge of American geography

1) T brings a map of the USA to class, hangs it in the front of the classroom.

2) T explains that the USA was divided after the Abolition Act (废除黑奴制法案): the Northern States supported it, while the Southern States disapproved of it. 

3) T circles out the Southern States ((Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia)  and the Deep South states (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi) on the map.

4) Ss scan the text to find out all place names (Dresden Ontario, Ripley Ohio, Ohio River, Kentucky, North Carolina, New Port Indiana, Maryland, Cincinnati, Buffalo N.Y., Niagara River) and locate them on the map. T may invite Ss to come up to the map and trace the Hensons’ escape route (i.e., the last section of the text) on it. 
3.  Knowledge of Christianity

1) T explains that, for historical reasons, many black slaves believed in Christianity, like Uncle Tom in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Therefore, in black writings there are frequent references to Christianity.

2) T writes down the following vocabulary items on the blackboard: the Creator, an African American Moses, Quaker, Bible, Methodist minister, Bethlehem, salvation.

3) Ss self-study their meanings by reading the New Words and Expressions and Proper Names sections following the text.
4.  Out-of- class research projects: T guides Ss through Writing Strategy, then tells them to form groups to research into the discussion questions in Part IV: Theme-Related Language Learning Tasks by using library resources, the Internet and other resources. Each group member may focus on only one discussion question. They will share findings in a later class. 
5. Ss do Cloze B to get a better understanding of the Underground Railroad. 
B. Background information: 

1. Christianity:
      There are 3 main world religions --- Buddhism, Islam and Christianity.

  Christianity has moulded the shape of western civilization, and has been carried by missionaries to nearly all the countries of the world. It has almost 890 million adherents. Its doctrine is the Holy Bible.

      Christianity came into being in 30 A.D. Jesus had placed the Jewish idea of the Kingdom of God at the centre of his teaching, but gave the idea a new spiritual universal meaning. It was said that the Apostles received the power of the Holy Spirit to preach the resurrection and gospel of Christ. Three main groups: Catholicism, Orthodox Eastern Church and Protestantism.（ 天主教，东正教，新教）

2. Methodist （循道宗信徒）:

      The largest Protestant group is the Baptists.（浸礼会）Some white southern Baptists including ministers have liberal attitudes in relation to the Negroes. And they had a belief that all human beings are equal before God whatever their color may be. Next to the Baptists, the most numerous Protestants are the Methodists who are mostly united in the Methodist church. It emphasizes the importance of moral issues, both personal and social.

3. The Quakers / the Society of Friends:

       They were founded in the 17th century. They have no ministers and no organized services. They meet on Sundays and speak only when they have sth important to say. They frequently worship in silence. They believe strongly in peace and helping people in trouble.

4. Bible:

It is a collection of religious writings comprising two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. The former is about God and the Laws of God; the latter, the doctrine of Jesus Christ. “Testament” means “agreement” (between God and Man).

5. Black Civil rights movement:

The plantation owners of the South insisted that the slavery system should be kept because they considered slaves to constitute cheap labor, while the industrial capitalists of the North found free labor was more economical and therefore more profitable for their industry.

    Negro slaves were first brought to America at the beginning of the 17th century to meet the needs of the laborers. They were working on the large cotton plantations and making huge profits for their white masters. In 1852, Uncle Tom’s Cabin described the cruel things that might happen to a slave under a cruel master. It had a very strong influence and it was widely read and sold, arousing a great and universal hatred for slavery.

The Negro slaves never ceased to struggle for their freedom. In 1831 in Virginia, some black people, led by Nat Turner, got together and killed about 60 white people. They were cruelly suppressed. Over 100 Negroes were killed and some were hanged. The events made the dispute between the North and the South became more and more bitter.

6. the Underground Railroad:

       A secret system used in the United States before the civil war for helping thousands of slaves to escape to the free northern states or Canada. The slaves were called “passengers”, the people who helped them were “conductors”, and the slaves hid in “stations” (safe houses) along the way.
7. Uncle Tom’s Cabin:
      a novel by the US writer Harriet Beecher Stowe which increased support for the movement to free slaves. It is about a kind slave called Tom who is badly treated and finally killed by Simon Legree. Tom’s daughter Little Eva also dies, and another well-known character in the novel is the slave child Topsy. The name Uncle Tom is sometimes used as an insult to describe an African-American who has too much respect for white people.
8. Slavery:
 The slavery played a particularly important role in the history of the US.

 The first slaves were taken to North America for Africa by the Dutch in 1619. By the time of the American Revolution(1775) there were 500 000 slaves, mostly in the south. After the Revolution the northern states made slavery illegal but the South needed cheap labor for the cotton plantations. Gradually the South’s economy became dependent on slaves and by 1860, the year before the Civil War, there were about 4 million slaves.

Conflict between the North and the South increased, and it became clear that supporters and opponents of slavery could not continue to be part of the same country. In 1861 the slave states left the US and formed their own government. This was the beginning of the Civil War. 

After the North won the Civil War and brought the southern states back into the US, slavery was ended. But little changed for former slaves. Some moved to the North but there were not enough jobs there and many suffered prejudice from Whites. Those that stayed in the South often worked on the plantations where they had been slaves. They were paid for their work, but had to buy food and clothes. Many had to stay there trying to pay off debts which became larger each year.
C. Key Words and Their Collocations 

1. liberate: liberate sb/sth from sth

e.g.: liberate the slaves / the occupied towns

She liberated herself from the kitchen.

  liberated: a. 

e.g.: Though liberated in may respects, she will marry no man who is on a social level lower than her own.

  liberation, liberationist (esp. woman)

2. authorize:

1) 授权，委托 be authorized to issue the following statement

             be authorized to act for sb 受委托代表某人行事

2）批准，核定，准许，许可

e.g.: authorize a housing project

    The President requested that Congress authorize the presence of US troops in the eastern region.

  authorized: a. 经授权的，经委托的 an authorized agent

3. exploit:

1) n. revolutionary exploits of the martyrs 烈士们的革命功勋

e.g.: We were interested in listening to his wartime exploits.

2) v. 开发，开采

e.g.: exploit the virgin lands of the West / the oil under the sea

    利用:

e.g.: Their talents might be exploited to the full.

    You must not exploit your authority for personal gratification.

    剥削： exploit the colonies / the poor

  Exploitable: a. 可开发、利用的，可剥削的

  Exploitative / exploitive: a. （关于）开发的，剥削的 

  Exploitation: n.

4. impose: vt.  impose sth on sb/sth

 1) place a (penalty, tax, etc.) officially on sb./sth.
 e.g:  impose a light sentence on a first offender

The local government tried to impose fines on the factories which poured
untreated waste into the river.
impose restrictions, limitations, restraints on trade
 2) try to make sb. accept (an opinion or belief)

 e.g: I wouldn't want to impose my religious convictions on anyone.
    He imposed on me his own ideas about the novel.

    It may not be wise for parents to impose their own tastes on their children.

 3) impose oneself/sth on sb 强迫某人接纳， 硬要与某人在一起

vi.: impose on/upon 利用、占便宜，打扰，欺骗

e.g.: impose on sb’s naivete / naivety

    He knew he was imposed on.

imposition: n.

imposing: a. 壮观的，庄严的，给人深刻印象的

e.g.: an imposing appearance / building

5. disguise: disguise sb/sth as 假扮，伪装

e.g.: She disguised herself as a man so she could fight on the battlefield.

He tried to disguise his handwriting.

掩盖，掩饰: disguise one’s motives

           She disguised her sadness with a happy smile.

6. compel: v. compel sb to do sth 强迫

e.g.: A large debt burden compelled many developing countries to undertake stabilization and adjustment policies.

强求，强使发生 ： He compelled our loyalties.

compelling: a. 强制性的

e.g.: compelling advice

    The book is thought-compelling.

    a compelling novel, a compelling reason (compellent)
7.starve:

vi. 1)e.g.: Many live in luxury while others are starving.

        He starved to death in a hunger strike.

  2) starve for  急切地需要，渴望

e.g.: starve for knowledge

    The homeless children were starving for affection.

vt.: starve sb/sth of sth 使匮乏，急需

e.g.: The plant was starved of light and died.

The people refused to pay taxes to starve the government of funds.

starvation: n.挨饿，饿死: die of starvation

8. site: 

           eg. The local government hasn’t yet chosen the site for the new skyscraper.地皮，地基
遗址，旧址 historic sites 历史遗址
the site of the Battle of Waterloo
9. forge: create by means of hard work

eg. The two countries agreed to forge closer economic ties.

   She forged a new career for herself as a singer.

   Forge ahead （迎着困难）稳步前进，（船只）顺势前进
10. intent: 

adj. be intent on sth. 专心专注的，坚决的
He is intent on his studies.

He is intent on making money.

n. 意图，目的
to all intents and purposes: virtually 实际上，几乎在一切方面
   12.capture

n. the capture of many wild animals 捕获，虏获
v. capture butterflies 捕蝶
  a captured prisoner 囚虏
 Some of the terrorists who were involved in the 9.11 event were captured by the FBI. (Federal Bureau of Investigation)

 13. conviction: firm opinion or belief

eg. The old woman had a firm conviction that there would be a better life after death.

A non-believer, Tom doesn’t have any religious convictions.

 14. converge

V. converging streams 汇流的小溪
  The roads converged at the stadium. 各条道路在体育场汇聚集中 All attention converged on the center ring at the circus.

15. as for:  
as for sb./sth
eg. As for your request for a free sample, we will send it to you in about ten days.

      Some people have complained, but as for me I am perfectly satisfied with the working conditions here.

II. While-reading Activities

Text Study

A. Structure Analysis
Part one  paras 1-5  It is high time to honor the heroes who helped liberate slaves by forging the Underground Railroad in the early civil-rights struggles.

Part two  paras 6-23  By citing exploits of civil-rights heroes who helped slaves travel the Underground Railroad to freedom.

Story one: paras 6-10 After winning his own freedom from his slavery, John Parker helped other slaves to escape north to Canada to get freedom.

Story two: paras 11-15 Supported by a strong religious conviction the white man Levi Coffin helped black slaves to escape at huge risk.

Story three: paras 16-23 By traveling the Underground Railroad, Josiah Henson reached his destination and became free at last.

B. Text Analysis

When we learn a foreign language, we must alos learn the culture of the speakers of that language. Some basic knowledge of Christianity: “Methodist Minister”, “Bible”, “Quaker”; others refer to characters or places from Biblical stories, such as Moses who led the Jewish people out of slavery in Egypt, or Bethlehem, a holy city for Christians.

Direct speech is more convincing than indirect speech, especially when it comes to expressing personal beliefs. For example, the text quotes Levi Coffin saying “The Bible, in bidding us to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, said nothing about color.”
 On other occasions, direct speech makes a story more vivid. For example, in the John parker story, characters spoke short sentences to stress the urgency of the situation. For another example, Josiah Henson threw himself to the ground and shouted to astonished onlookers: “Oh, no! Don’t you know? I’m free!” His joy affects us all.
C. Difficult Sentences:
 Determined to live free someday ,he managed to get trained in iron molding (lines 39-40).

     由于打定主意有朝一日要过自由生活，他便设法学会了铸铁这门手艺。
     1).过去分词短语可以用作状语，相当于一个状语从句。如：

     Deeply moved by his words ,I promised to help him .
     划线部分相当于一个原因状语从句， ( As I was deeply moved by his words .)

    再如：
    Having graduated from St. Mary’s College , Joyce applied to the University of California. 
    划线部分相当于After she graduated from St. Mary’s College, 

     2). 过去分词短语也可用作定语，相当于一个定语从句。
        These are goods (that are ) imported from Japan . 
     3). 现在分词短语也可作后置定语，相当于一个定语从句。
        This is the road leading to the station .
        划线部分相当于which leads to the station 

     4). 现在分词短语也可作为状语，比如：
          Turning to the left ,you will find the post office .
          划线部分相当于If you turn to the left

III. Post-reading Activities

1. Teacher guides students through some after-text exercises.

2. Teacher checks on students’ home reading of Text B.

3. Students deal with the theme-related language learning tasks by drawing on their out-of class research project.

4. Teacher asks students to prepare the next unit:

1) do the pre-reading task;

2) preview Text A.
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